Basic Pathological Sciences
Examination

What is the Basic Pathological Sciences (BPS) examination?
The Basic Pathological Sciences (BPS) examination is a 2.5-hour online invigilated exam
consisting of 100 multiple choice questions. The syllabus is on the RCPA website and primarily
based on the first 11 chapters of Robbins & Cotran Pathologic Basis of Disease, by Vinay
Kumar, Abul K. Abbas, Jon C. Aster (9th edition, professional version, 2015 , Elsevier). The
syllabus contains up-to-date references which supplement the material in the text and are
examinable.

The BPS examination and its preparation is a worthy endeavour for any medical student
or doctor. Candidates undertaking this examination will find an improved understanding
and appreciation for the practice of pathology and the pathological cause of disease.
Pathology touches all medical specialties, and solid knowledge in this area produces a
well rounded health practitioner, no matter your chosen career. Medicine is Pathology.

Why sit the BPS exam as a doctor, dentist, or student?
The BPS exam is open to prevocational doctors, medical and science major students, dentists
and dental students as well as to registered RCPA trainees.
For prospective RCPA trainees, taking the BPS examination demonstrates a commitment to a
career in pathology. Those who pass the exam demonstrate they have the core knowledge that
aids rapid progress in training for their chosen pathology discipline.

Students can take the examination for a substantially reduced fee.
"Great exam! Enabled us to revise everything again." - 2018 BPS exam candidate
"A very useful start for pathology training." - 2017 BPS exam candidate

Why pathology?
Pathology is the study of causes of disease and pathologists are the specialist medical
doctors involved in the diagnosis and monitoring of almost all acute and chronic illness.
As a medical detective, pathologists diagnose 70% of acute and chronic illnesses and
100% of cancers.

For more information, scan the QR code or visit:
www.rcpa.edu.au/Education/Basic-Pathological-Sciences
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