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Welcome to Edition 41 of the Structured Pathology
Reporting of Cancer newsletter. This newsletter provides
project updates to expand and promote the use of
structured pathology reporting of cancer.
In this issue:
Latest edition SPRC protocols
1/3 of AP lab LIS are changing
Protocol development progress
Endometrial cancer webinar
Interview with Prof Richard Scolyer
PDF versions of this newsletter are available from the
structured pathology website.

46
The number of Structured Pathology Reporting Protocols
now completed and available on the RCPA SPRC
website.

Do you have an interesting case image?
Send in your interesting case image to the SPRC
newsletter - entertain or educate your peers!

This photomicrograph reveals lung tissue pathology due to SARS. Pathologic
cytoarchitectural changes indicative of diffuse alveolar damage, as well as a
multinucleated giant cell with no conspicuous viral inclusions, are shown in this H&E.
Source: CDC/Dr Sherif Zaki

Stay up to date - latest edition SPRC
protocols
Thank you to all that assisted in developing the new
protocols that have recently been published on the
Cancer Protocols section of the SPRC webpage.
Download newly published 1st and 2nd Edition Head &
Neck and Endometrial protocols to add to your reporting
reference collection.

Pathology LIS is changing
Data received from the 2019 SPRC Survey, indicated that
almost 1/3 of anatomical pathology laboratories in
Australasia were planning to upgrade their laboratory
information system (LIS). This was 13% increase in
responses compared with the previous year.
This data is encouraging, and signifies that many
laboratories are wanting more from their reporting
software.

RCPA protocols in development
Endocrine reporting protocols:
Adrenal cortex 1st ed
Phaeochromocytoma & paraganglioma 1st ed
Thyroid cancer 2nd ed
Parathyroid carcinoma & atypical parathyroid
neoplasms 1st ed
Gastrointestinal reporting protocols:
Colorectal cancer 4th ed
Polypectomy & local resections of the colorectum 2nd
ed
Gastric cancer 2nd ed
Cancer of the exocrine pancreas, ampulla of vater &
distal common bile duct 2nd ed

WHO Classification of Tumours - now online
For the first time, WHO Classification of Tumours is
available in a convenient digital format online. The
authoritative content of the 8 most recent volumes of the

renowned classification series, is combined with whole
slide images, in a searchable format.

ICCR progress
Four ICCR Endocrine datasets, and the 3rd edition
Carcinoma of the cervix dataset is now published and
available to download on the ICCR website.

Source: A/Prof Ireland-Jenkin & Dr Newman

Endometrial cancer webinar now available
An informative and educational webinar on the latest
international standards in Endometrial cancer structured
reporting, presented by A/Prof Kerryn Ireland-Jenkin and
Dr Marsali Newman, is available on the RCPA website.
They discuss the new Endometrial protocol, which
integrates a recent ICCR dataset, along with updates
from the International Society of Gynaecologic
Pathologists (ISGyP) Endometrial Cancer project. They
have also recently published a scientific paper outlining
the highlighted issues from the RCPA Endometrial cancer
protocol.

Recent scientific publications
Structured Reporting of Pathology peer-reviewed
scientific publications:
Dataset for the reporting of carcinoma of the bladdercystectomy, cystoprostatectomy and diverticulectomy
specimens: recommendations from the International
Collaboration on Cancer Reporting (ICCR). Compérat
E, et al. Virchows Arch. 2020 Jan
Highlighted issues from the second edition RCPA
Endometrial Cancer Structured Reporting Protocol.
Ireland-Jenkin et al. Pathology. 2020 Feb

Interview with Professor Richard Scolyer
Professor Richard Scolyer is a Senior Staff Specialist at
the Department of Tissue Pathology and Diagnostic
Oncology at Royal Prince Alfred Hospital in Sydney, and
is Co-Medical Director and Consultant Pathologist at the
Melanoma Institute Australia.
Richard is a world leading authority on melanoma
pathology, with an eye watering impressive list of
publications, awards and achievements! He also chairs
the melanoma expert panel for the International
Collaboration on Cancer Reporting, and I had the
privilege to find out a little more about him and get some
interesting insights into how he reports.
Can you share an interesting non-pathology fact
about you?
I grew up in Tasmania, and had only 30 people in my
graduating year in medical school, which is reasonably
small. I have 3 kids, and I am passionate about exercise,
and staying fit and healthy - so I enjoy participating in
triathlons.

Do you have any tips or tricks that you find useful for
reporting?
What I try and do is look at a case before I know the
history, so I am looking at it unbiased. But I never sign it
out without knowing the history.
Do you have any favourite resources you like to use
to stay on top of recent guidelines and evidence?
I have email alerts that flag recent relevant publications
that I receive and review every week and I have a handful
of leading pathology journals that I look at each month. I
am also fortunate to work closely with an incredible team
who are constantly contributing to the literature;
performing clinical research is a great way to be at the
leading edge of the latest developments. Other than that,
I discuss challenges with local and international
colleagues and find it helpful to contribute to and attend
meetings. I’ve also written and edited a few textbooks
with international colleagues including the latest WHO
Skin Blue Book which I learnt a lot from doing and I hope
are also helpful to colleagues around the world!
Is there a course or conference that you would like to
attend or have attended?
I find the best conferences to attend are RCPA Pathology
Update, IAP and USCAP meetings. I went to my first
ASDP meeting last year which was also superb.
What advice would you give early career
pathologists?
You’re in for an exciting career. Don’t forget to try and find
balance in your life.
If money was no object, what pathology industry
problem would you like to see solved?
It would be helpful if digital scanning of whole slides could
be routine. When external case slides are reviewed, and
sent back, we may want to review the slides down the
track, and we don’t have easy access to them anymore.
For example, if a patient has a sentinel node biopsy, we
may want to compare the cytology of the primary tumour,
but we no longer have the slides. Images would really
save time and improve the standard of care that we are
able to deliver. Ultimately this will also prove to be a

valuable resource to supercharge efforts to integrate AI
into routine pathology.
Who else would you like to see answer these
questions?
Daniela Massi, Professor of Pathology at the University of
Florence
Follow Prof Scolyer on twitter @ProfRScolyerMIA

Notable quote...

"Well, I took the slides around and
showed them to my colleagues. I
eventually convinced the boss that there
probably was something there, although
he thought it was just some sort of
peculiar artefact.”
Robin Warren, Australian gastrointestinal pathologist & Nobel
laureate in Physiology or Medicine, 2005, describing sharing his
early finding of H. pylori to fellow pathologists.

This SPRC Project is evolving and looking to the future.
We hope to serve the needs of the pathology community
by providing the very best multi-disciplinary evidencebased structured reporting resources for promoting best
practice pathology.
Please share your ideas on how to improve Structured
Pathology Reporting of Cancer resources by contacting:
structuredpathology@rcpa.edu.au
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