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We            Pathology 



You want to succeed, but are 

you training for success?

You can sit in a car every day, but can you 

drive?

Preparation needs to be structured

Training requires deliberate practice ïencouraged by portfolio 
requirements

Learning is the single best investment of time that you can make

Sometimes you need to FIND the learning



Use your time wisely

Although training is a continuum you need to 

set and meet portfolio goals and deadlines and 

gain as much exposure as possible.

The first time you do something is usually the 

most difficultéé. Donôt let the first time be in 

the exam!



Work life balance



What to doéé..



Structured Pathology Reporting of Cancer (SPR)

and

Macroscopic Cut-up Manual (MCU)

SPR http://www.rcpa.edu.au/Library/Practising-Pathology/Structured-Pathology-

Reporting-of-Cancer/Cancer-Protocols

MCU http://www.rcpa.edu.au/Library/Practising-Pathology/Macroscopic-Cut-Up
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RCPA Website
Resources for Anatomical Pathology

http://www.rcpa.edu.au/Library/Practising-Pathology/Structured-Pathology-Reporting-of-Cancer/Cancer-Protocols
http://www.rcpa.edu.au/Library/Practising-Pathology/Macroscopic-Cut-Up


www

Cleveland Clinics videos

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL5Sz1btoV3kFwtba5Mp7
nBdfamOXoX5UR

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B5yiFQZDKd_8Y0lSNm5MekhsN
Tg/view

Podcasts

https://itunes.apple.com/au/podcast/pathology-mini-
tutorials/id343794004?mt=2

Video lectures

https://player.fm/series/pathcast-pathology-video-lectures

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL5Sz1btoV3kFwtba5Mp7nBdfamOXoX5UR
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B5yiFQZDKd_8Y0lSNm5MekhsNTg/view
https://itunes.apple.com/au/podcast/pathology-mini-tutorials/id343794004?mt=2
https://player.fm/series/pathcast-pathology-video-lectures


RCPA education resources





RCPA slide library

ÅNSW hospital slide rotation sets available to borrow free 

of charge

ÅSome excellent examples of classic cases and/or exotic 

rare cases

ÅEmail marionh@rcpa.edu.au

ÅFREE

mailto:marionh@rcpa.edu.au


Digital pathology resources

DPA - Digital Pathology Association

Whole slide imaging repository

Over 25 linked free access sites with whole virtual slides

Åhttps://digitalpathologyassociation.org/whole-slide-

imaging-repository

Å Includes PathobinïAustralian site

The University of Leeds has a comprehensive set of 

digitised slides

Åhttp://www.virtualpathology.leeds.ac.uk/slidelibrary/

https://digitalpathologyassociation.org/whole-slide-imaging-repository
http://www.virtualpathology.leeds.ac.uk/slidelibrary/


Donôt ignore Twitter



Portfolio

Record of all professional activities: laboratory 

activities, reporting, research, teaching, communication, 

Quality activities, audits, etc. 

The following should be included in the Portfolio

Å Personal safety check list

Å DOPS and previous Supervisor Reports

Å Records of completing mandatory modules

Å Evidence to support all listed activities

The Portfolio Summary sheet should be shown to the 

Supervisor 3 monthly.

The Portfolio Summary sheet needs to be submitted to the 

RCPA annually and in mid July in the final year of training.

Portfolios may be audited.



How often should your Portfolio Summary sheet 

(paper or virtual) be shown to your Supervisor?

1. Annually

2. Bi-annually

3. Every 3 months

4. On request

5. The Supervisor does not need to see it



Electronic Portfolio



How many DOPS?

AP: Cut ups 
- 4 per year in year 1, or in first year in new curriculum (2012) 

- 2 in year 2,

- then 1 per year in each subsequent year = 9. 

Cut ups of increasing complexity. No prescribed 

organs.

Manual stains  - 4 staining DOPS to be completed 

before Part II.

Total DOPS = 13



How many completed DOPS are required 

before a trainee may sit the Part I 

examinations?

1. 2

2. 3

3. 4

4. 5

5. 6

Countdown



What does DOPS stand for in AP?

1. Daily ongoing performance skills

2. Direct operational and procedural safety

3. Directly observed procedural skills

4. Directly observed practical skills

5. Diligent organisation and practical standards



AP: Logging requirements over training period

Å 3000 surgical pathology reports  (2-3/day)

ï 20 surgical cases of complexity < 5 ïshow de-identified reports 

ï 20 surgical cases of complexity = > 5 ïshow de-identified reports

ï 10 RCPA synoptic reports

Å Minimum of 5 frozen sections per year, 50 in total, include sample reports

Å Cytology

ï 50 gynae

ï 50 non-gynae

ïAttend 10 FNA, include sample reports

Å Special techniques ïno minimum, but log everything

Å Clinical meetings ï10 per year, 
ï preparing for presentations pre Part I

ï presenting cases after Part I.



Can we log cases that we have reviewed in our 

own time or do we have to log only cases with our 

name at the bottom of the report ?

1. It is only permitted to log cases where a traineeôs name is 

on the report.

2. All cases reported in full in writing from first principles 

may be logged.

3. All cases where a trainee has written something on paper 

may be logged.

4. All cases where a trainee has made a correct diagnosis 

may be logged.


